PALETTE

OF CONTRASTS

Michae! Kunze amalgams contradictory elements to create art.

ermman arind Michoel Kunee has
G Been creating paintings reinforoed

by Central European intellectualism,
Fiis art pepresents the inner world of
b Bt a ddark, conmples mase with
exploshons af blinding lght b owhich ilbusion
is prart of reality. Runee's mdividualistic style
of painting has gaited him recognition in
Pecent Veiits a8 o of the imost important
Germumn palnters of our time. Earlier this
year, he was a recipient of the prestigions
Flats Matschik Prize in Karlsrube, Germany,
His works can be found in numerous
public and prvate collecoons like the
Natlonalgalerie in Berlin, MAK museum
It Frankfurt and the Goetz collection In
Munich, among others, He is currenly
exhibiting his latess work, The Last Teango i
Thirile, 0t Grlerde Fsa, Muibad
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What inspired you fo creaie The Last
Tamgo 1o Thule”

The tithe refiers to Bernardo Bertoluccis
movie, Law Tungs fn Pares from mone

than 40 years ags. The ryplcally 70s lile
cxbstontilisric atmiosphiere and the
berderiine ocourrence of two lonely and
bt inelicichuels b Parks, vells ws a story
thiat ls strongly coniected to a culiumal
context, | always call mysell a shadow-line
of modermasm-a sort of complicated and
Bibstorically eanfused developrient beside
thie afficial line of modernisin that ciie to
an end with the wdeas of “n mal, *pop”
anad ‘concept” in the Last decides of the 200k
centiiry. In the shadow-line, ihere is no
strong | ol pregress, bur a mythological
brasand surrealisthe and metaphysical
marrathon-look ar Clorglo de Chitieo and

Lars von Trier who bring different and
bl historieal sources together to a mone
or less trans-historse image of atime with a
doubaful future. In the title of my exhilition,
| ehanged Paris to Thille beciise i
strengthend this aspect of a cultual historke
twist. Thiile siiice ancient timos has been g
name for a not-so-clear précised counry in
porthern Europe (perhaps leelind), Later,
thie parvie Thule got a Jeggendary reaningg,
Tiker Atkarmis, The chungge from an onginally
and simply extisting locstion far away to a
mythological nowhere and everywhere s
exactly the sory of shift T iry 1o follow with
panting, tess and other media, referring

te range relition between shadow and
Highor as well as botween modern and non:
modern attitudes,

Can you describse your style of painting?
1 try to juxtapose different mammners of
painting that belong 1o the mythalogieal
lyptic-futuristic twilight zone. This
g me closer o the most actual
prosadbility of reacting toan end of an eri.
My styhe b a blend of new functkon ar
undessianding (nor minimal, not popl. You
ity i face, find o reflection of this kind of
approcich b the warks af Armald Rocklin, G

W

de Chirico, some early surrealises, Balils,
Bacon, A, Kiefer, M. Barney, W Kenrridge
amd others,

What media do you emplon®

Thoe sl work ks oll om camvas, gulte
clasaically with different technboues; it all
depends on the conorete subject that is 1o
be seen

When alisf you krow that you wanted to be
anartise

1 come from a family of classkcal
nrchacolegiss. 1 feel, the frss instance thi
gt e elosseer vy calling wie whien |
vislbed Greece as a child with my parents.

Who de you create art for?

Mot people in the art world fodget to think
about this complicated matter? It ks easy
o give 2 tautological answer, like-=1 do it
For thie are werld,” or =) do it for pysell”
Al thiese snswers are imprudent: they
strengthen the decorative approaches,
where naw the majority of exhausisd
mbowertienits and styles of the last decadies
come e an end. Exactly here, we cain

point to the decline of an epoch thit only
birtrgs ait thisner reanlmatfons of the

results of the recent past, Against this, |

iy 1o imterest peofile with content-based
bmaginathon that bedps leave belind this
well-known understanding of the whole
eraof the last century. If this Sin happen,
it could be possibile 1o disgover a parallel
on-going history of modermiem that went
amich more labyninthine and historically
quieer way. An artists work can redefine
euilvure and listory; so, a0 artiet hos oo b
conscious about what hefshe creares. | work
for people who are curlous enough 1o move
themselves to the strange contra-presence
wlvae s seranger than the present we bolieve
we llve it

What is the art scene like in Berling

The art soene fn Berlin ks quite active. Many
artiats frodn all over Europe, and alse others
parts of the world, find it most practical 1o
come lve Hore and have a stuadio. Living
eosts are piuch move economlcal, and it has
bocame 2 hub for art studios,

How has the response for your current
exhilition beeti so far?

T has been o success, | would say. My works
are now in o many bomes i Dndla, and |
lowve this eounry. @

MANIMINDIA AN AlGUAT 2008 31



